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Following a review of all project documentation, including 
consultants’ studies, reports, and consultation feedback, EirGrid 
has nominated one preferred route corridor for each 400kV power 
line project for further study. 

The preferred route corridors are:

Route Corridor 3B for the Meath-Cavan project

Route Corridor A for the Cavan-Tyrone project

The preferred route corridors strike the best balance between the 
often competing priorities of community concerns, environmental 
issues and the technical aspects of the projects. 

To get to this point, EirGrid carried out studies to assess the 
feasibility of an indicative line route within each route corridor. 
The indicative line routes in the preferred route corridors will 
now be taken forward to the next phase of project development, 
involving discussions with landowners as a priority, further 
studies and stakeholder engagement. 

No decisions can be made on the final line routes until this has 
been completed. EirGrid remains open to reviewing its position 
regarding the best solutions for the projects, based on the 
outcome of this work. 

Once all relevant studies, including the Environmental Impact 
Statement, are complete, EirGrid will bring the final line routes to 
the Strategic Infrastructure Board in An Bord Pleanála. An Bord 
Pleanála is the independent statutory body that will ultimately 
decide if the project can go forward.
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Route Corridor selection process
The selection process which has led to EirGrid identifying its preferred route corridors is 
outlined below. All reports relating to the key phases of the project can be found at  
www.eirgrid.com.

Technical and Environmental Analysis

To determine the most suitable location for the power lines, the consultants 
on these projects started by conducting a detailed strategic technical 
and environmental analysis on the entire study area. A number of initial 
route corridors were mapped and a desktop study was undertaken to 
determine the key community, physical, environmental and heritage-
related constraints which would have a bearing on the route corridors. 

Key constraints which were considered in identifying potential route 
corridors included: 

n	 location of dwellings and buildings
n	 areas designated for nature conservation 
n	 architectural and archaeological heritage sites 
n	 landscapes sensitive to visual impact 
n	 soil type

These constraints were mapped and, from this, three potential route 
corridor options were refined for both the Meath-Cavan and the  
Cavan-Tyrone projects. 

Further assessment, corridor route drives and site visits were conducted 
on these possible route corridors to supplement existing desktop 
information. This activity led to further modification of the corridors and 
the identification of an indicative line route within each of the corridors.

Consultation

EirGrid has been consulting with the local community, as well as 
statutory and non-statutory stakeholders in the area and beyond. The 
primary purpose of this consultation has been to address the public’s 
concerns and issues and to obtain feedback on the project, the various 
route corridor options, and the consultants’ reports. Verbal and written 
feedback has been recorded during meetings and Open Days, and in 
correspondence via email, letter and phone.

Information received through consultation has been investigated by 
EirGrid and, together with information from desktop and site studies, 
has informed the route corridor evaluation process. All relevant issues 
raised by the community have either been addressed now or will 
be addressed at a more appropriate stage of the project when more 
detailed environmental assessments are carried out. 
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Why are Route Corridors 3B and A the preferred  
route corridors?
The preferred route corridors strike the best balance between the often competing priorities 
of community concerns, environmental issues and the technical aspects of these projects.

The potential route corridor options for each of the projects were assessed in respect to these 
selection criteria. For many criteria, in particular technical criteria and others, such as planning 
and land use, there was little differentiation between the route corridor options. However 
Corridors 3B and A emerged as having the lowest overall impact when all selection criteria were 
taken into account.

Why Route Corridor 3B (Meath-Cavan):

Why Corridor A (Cavan-Tyrone):

Community Criteria:

n	 Planning and land use
n	 Community severance
n	 Number of dwellings 

within the 1km wide 
corridor

n	 Number of dwellings 
and other residential 
accommodation near 
indicative line routes

n	 Potential impact on 
public amenities (such 
as schools)

Technical Criteria: 

n	 Safety
n	 Construction / operation
n	 Design (including line 

route length)
n	 Other technical 

considerations

Environmental Criteria:

n	 Water
n	 Flora & fauna
n	 Visual amenity and 

landscape
n	 Archaeology, culture 

and local heritage
n	 Electrical and magnetic 

fields
n	 Air quality

Other Criteria: 

n	 Compliance with 
current planning and 
development policy 
guidelines

n	 Project programme and 
delivery

n	 Economic feasibility
n	 Compliance with best 

international practice
n	 Adaptability for future 

development

Community Criteria
n	 Least number of homes / occupied 

buildings and schools near the 
indicative line route to lower 
possible impacts on communities

Environmental Criteria
n	 Least impact on visual amenity 

and the surrounding landscape
n	 Low impact on protected and 

designated habitats
n	 Low impact on Recorded 

Monuments and Places (RNPs), 
and national monuments

Technical Criteria
n	 Shortest line route

The following criteria were used in evaluating all corridor options: 

Community Criteria

n	 Least number of dwellings and 
occupied buildings within the 
corridor and within proximity of 
the indicative line route to lower 
possible impacts on communities

Environmental Criteria

n	 Least visual amenity and 
landscape impact

n	 Largely avoids designated areas 
n	 Avoids sensitive rivers

Technical Criteria
n	 No outstanding differences 

between each of the route corridor 
options
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Meath – Cavan: Route Corridor 3B
Route Corridor 3B is outlined in green in the below map. The indicative line route, marked in black, is 
approximately 58 kilometres in length. It extends from the planned substation in the vicinity of Kingscourt, 
Co. Cavan to the existing substation at Woodland, near Batterstown, Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath. To view 
more detailed maps please contact your local information centre.
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Cavan – Tyrone: Route Corridor A 
Route Corridor A is outlined in red in the below map. The indicative line route, marked in black, is 
approximately 45 kilometres long. Crossing the border at a point northeast of Clontibret, Co. Monaghan, it 
runs south to a proposed new substation near Kingscourt, Co. Cavan. To view more detailed maps please 
contact your local information centre.



� �

Preferred Route Corridors - Conclusions
Landscape / visual impacts and community impacts (including proximity of infrastructure 
to dwellings and amenities) can be managed through careful route corridor selection. 
Route Corridors A and 3B are considered the best corridors in this regard. Potential 
impacts associated with ecology, water and cultural heritage can be successfully 
mitigated when selecting the actual line route the power lines take within the 
preferred route corridors. Further site investigations on the indicative line routes and 
consultation will help determine the best line routes.

What next?

Progression to Phases Three and Four

Discussions with landowners will help EirGrid and landowners 
understand the issues and benefits that relate to the projects. These 
discussions will enable the landowners to suggest possible mitigation 
options that may be available.

For More Information:

See: www.eirgrid.com 
Lo-call: 1890.25.26.90
Email: meathcavanpower@eirgrid.com or 
 cavantyroneinterconnector@eirgrid.com

Arrange a meeting in our Information Centres: 

Navan Information Centre 
Number 1, Newbridge, Athlumley,  
Navan, Co. Meath. 

Open Mondays and Tuesdays,  
10:00 am to 5:00 pm or upon request. 

Ring us at 1890.25.26.90 to make an 
appointment. 

Carrickmacross Information Centre 
Carrickmacross Workhouse, Shercock 
Road, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan. 

Open Wednesdays and Thursdays,  
10:00 am to 5:00 pm or upon request.

Ring us at 1890.25.26.90 to make an 
appointment.
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Phases 3 and 4 Objective: 
These phases will run in tandem. Both phases will involve a detailed assessment of the indicative line routes 
and landowner consultation, as well as the preparation of planning applications.

Phase 4

Scope EIS

Carry out baseline studies

Complete EIS

Prepare Application

Phase 3

Consult with Landowners

Decide Final Line Routes

Indicative Project Roadmap

Phase 1 Objective: 
This set out the strategic 
need for the project and 
created an understanding 
of the environmental and 
technical constraints as well 
as identified a number of 
emerging route corridors. 
Public consultation formed a 
major part of Phase One and 
all information raised by the 
public fed into the decision-
making process. 

Public  
Consultation

Phase 1 Reports include: 
EirGrid’s Policy on the Use 
of Overhead Line and / or 
Underground Cable

EirGrid’s Position on the Use of 
Overhead Line and / or Underground 
Cable for these Projects

Meath-Cavan Constraints Reports

Cavan - Tyrone Constraints 
Reports

Strategic Roadmap

Strategic Planning Context

Public Consultation Report

Phase 1 completed 
May 2008

Phase 2 Objective: 
This phase involved the evaluation of 
the route corridors; the identification 
of an indicative line route within  
each of the route corridor options;  
and the selection of a preferred  
route corridor for each project.  
Other issues were examined in detail 
including comparisons between 
overground and underground 
options. Public consultation fed  
into all aspects of the studies. 

Phase 2 Reports include:
Response to Submissions 
Received

Whooper Swan Reports

Strategic Issues Review

Grid 25 Strategy

PB Power Underground Report

Progression towards  
Phases 3 & 4

Corridor Evaluation Document

Phase 2 Completed 
March 2009

Public 
Consultation

Phases 3 and 4: 
Submit Planning 

Application

Public 
Consultation
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Project Background

EirGrid is planning two projects to facilitate cross-border sharing of 
electricity, promoting better competition and to ensure a future secure 
supply of electricity throughout the North East. The two projects are:

n	 Approximately 80km long 400kV Interconnector between Co. Cavan 
and Co. Tyrone; and

n	 Approximately 58km Woodland (Co. Meath) to Kingscourt (Co. Cavan) 
400kV Power Line.

Need for Project

n	 Provide high quality bulk power supply for the North East.

n	 Support growth in the region and ensure continuing reliability of supply.

n	 Boost existing industry in the North East when competing for 
business and inward development in the area.

n	 Guarantee security of supply for future decades - if nothing is done 
now, by 2012/13 there is likely to be insufficient network capacity to 
supply demand in the North East.

n	 Increase competition and therefore reduce the cost of electricity to 
customers.

n	 Increase reliability for the local network in the North East and for all 
electricity customers.

n	 Allow more renewable energy (mostly wind generation) to be 
connected to the electricity network, reducing our dependency on 
fossil fuels.

Lo-call: 1890.25.26.90 				www.eirgrid.com 

Overhead and Underground Technologies
» EirGrid and Northern Ireland Electricity commissioned a comprehensive, site-specific study on the feasibility 

of undergrounding by independent experts, PB Power. 

» Published in February 2009, PB Power’s report established there would be significant technical issues 
involved in putting these projects underground. Underground cables of this capacity and this length have 
never been used anywhere else in the world. 

» The estimated costs for underground cables would be seven times more expensive than going overhead 
- €588 million, compared with €81million. Electricity customers will have to pay for the power lines through 
their bills. Underground cables are also more expensive to run.

» The Ecofys Report, commissioned by the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, 
also found that overhead technology was the best solution for these projects.

» EirGrid concludes that overhead lines would provide customers with the best value for money and also give 
residents of the North East a high quality supply of electricity that will promote the continued growth and 
development of the region. 


